
Garden City High School 
Course: AP World History 

Instructional Philosophy 

The AP World History curriculum follows the guidelines of the AP College Board.  In AP World 

History, the students will develop a greater understanding of the evolution of global processes 

and contacts including interactions over time. The course highlights the nature of changes in 

international frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among 

societies.  It will also focus on the common threads of humanity including trade, religion, 

politics, society, and technology.  It will enable students to investigate issues and themes from 

multiple perspectives and make global connections and linkages that lead to in depth 

understanding.  These goals will be addressed through analysis of texts and primary source 

materials.  The analysis will aid students in the identification of points of view, context, and bias.  

Overview 

AP World History is the second half of a two year course surveying World History.  The course 

is divided into five main units beginning with the Neolithic Period (c.8000BCE) and concluding 

with present day events.  The first half of the course was covered in 9
th

 grade so the course will 

begin with the year 1450 and continue chronologically though present day events.  After the last 

unit, class time will be devoted to reviewing events prior to 1450 in preparation for the Regents 

and AP Exams.    

Knowledge and Skills Objectives 

1. To analyze the dynamics of change and continuity from 8000BCE to the present. 

2. To understand the patterns and effects of interaction among societies and religion: trade, 

war, diplomacy, and international organizations. 

3. To develop an awareness of the effects of technology, economics, and demography on 

people and the environment (population growth and decline, disease, labor systems, 

manufacturing, migrations, agriculture, and weaponry). 

4. To analyze the systems of social structure and gender structure among various peoples. 

5. To study cultural, intellectual, and religious developments. 

6. To understand changes in functions and structures of states and in attitudes toward states 

and political identities including the emergence of the nation-state. 

7. To develop a variety of skills including writing, researching, and thesis development. 

Units of Study 

EARLY MODERN TIMES 1450-1750  

1. Exploration, Colonization In The Americas, Slave Trade and The Colombian Exchange 

(Global Economic Changes) 
2. Social, Technological, and Political Changes in Europe (Sci. Rev. and Absolutism) 



3. The Rise Of Russia 

4. Muslim Empires  

5. Ming And Neo-Confucianism 

INDUSTRIALIZATION AND WESTERN HEGEMONY 1750-1914  

1. Industrial Revolution: Economic, Social and Demographic Changes 

2. Political Ideologies & Enlightenment 

3. Political Revolutions and Nationalist Movements 

4. Imperialism 

5. Woman's Roles and Emancipation 

THE 20TH CENTURY 1914-PRESENT 

1. WWI and The Russian Revolution 

2. Nationalism And Rise Of Fascism Between The Wars 

3. WWII 

4. De Cold War 

5. Colonization And Nationalism     

6. Struggle For Democracy 

7. Globalization 

8. Demographic And Environmental Changes In The Modern Era 

MATERIALS 

Adas, Michael. Gilbert, Marc J ,  Stearns, Peter, and  Schwartz, .Stuart B. World Civilizations: 

The Global Experience, 5th Ed. Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 2007 

 

 

 


